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Ehrlichman Wmem oji Accepting, Attorneys Buoyed 


By George Lardner Jr. 
and Richard M. Cohen 

Washington Post staff Writers 

John D. Ehrlichman stood 
jauntily outside the offices 
of the Watergate special 
prosecution force and said 
he wasn’t sure whether he 
would want a presidential 
pardon. 

“The difficulty with that,” 
the former White House 
aide told newsmen clustered 
around him on the sidewalk, 
“is that when you know you’- 
re innocent, it precludes the 
opportunity of having that 
established finally.” 

Lawyers for other defend- 
ants ip the Watergate cover- 
up case were not so luke- 
warm. The White House an- 
nouncement that President 
Ford was studying the ques- 
tion of pardons for every- 
body accused or convicted 
in Watergate cases * roused 
high hopes among defense 
attorneys suddenly pres- 
ented with the/ possibility of 
not having to slog through a 
three-month "trial under the 
burden of all thdse White 
House tapes. 

“It comes as a complete 
but pleasant surprise and I 
hope it comes to pass,” said 
John J. Wilson, the attorney 
for former White House 
chief of staff H. R. (Bob) 
Haldeman. 

The men representing for- 
mer Attorney General John 
N. Mitchell agreed. “For 
Mitchell,” said attorney 
Plato Cacheris, “I think it 
would be the fair, equitable 
thing to do. I hope he [Mr. 
Ford] does it.” 

The latest White House 
surprise caused a brief mid- 
day, flurry of activity at 
Watergate Special Prosecu- 
tor Leon Jaworski’s office, 
where a spokesman said 
that Jaworski had not been 
consulted. But by late after- 
noon, perhaps after a phone 
call, to the White House, the 
prosecutors seemed much 
less -concerned. 

“Perhaps its a misunder- 
standing,” said Jaworski 
spokesman James S. Doyle. 
He refused to elaborate. 

In its broadcast applica- 
tion > *w«*idential pardon 


of aU persons connected , to 
the Watergate scandal and 
related leases would affect 
about . 46 persons, ; some of 
them now in. prison. 

- It could open the prison 
doors for five -former Nixon 
administration figures or 
presidential associates, in- 
cluding John W. Dean III, 
Jeb Stuart agruder, Herbert. 
W. Kalmbach^ Charles W. 
Solson and G: "Gordon^Liiddy. 
It Mght mean a sudden end 
of ’legal proceedings for five 
‘ others who^are. either await-. ; 
ing sentences’ or are free on 
appeal. These include Ehrl- 
ichman, who has already 
been convicted in connection 
With the burblary. at the of- 
fice of Daniel. El&berg’s psy- 
chiatrist, Dwight L. Chapin; 
Jake Jacobsen,, and Ed Rein- " 
ecke, lieutenant governor of . 
California, whose perjury . 
conviction in the ' ITT ’ case 
Was secured by Jawbrski’s 
office. ‘ ^ " 

For those awaiting the 
cover-up trial, the thought 
of pardons for all had the 
immediate effect of a quick 
shift in defense strategy. 

Lawyers for the six de- 
fendants were on the verge 
yesterday of filing a bar- ~ 


one I’ve ever seen. The way 
to float one is ( tp leak it out, 
n'ot'7 to announce that it’s 
been authorized by the Pres- 
ident^ , ' \ s \. 


rage of separate , , motions 
seeking a ; delay in the trial’s. 

- scheduled starting date., of 
Sept. 30 because^Of L ; the 
sweeping ' pardon granted 
Sunday to former President if pardons fail to come 

through defense efforts to 
elude Haldeman,.:- JShrlich- secure still another trial de- 
: man, ; Mitchell, Robert C. ; lay are. expected to be based 
Strachan <and : bn^U the Vjiulilicity 

?arkinson ; At feast ,some' oj . ,ste«iiaing .frotn the pardon 
their attorneys were consid- ' for Mr!, Nixotf. - Ironically it 
' fifing sharply worded;., cop- ' W as ail the Watergate pub- 
plaints to* U.S. District licity about Mr. Nixon him- 
Cpurt -Judge John J. Sirica, ' self that President Ford skid 
about; the inequities of ' had initially weighed heav- 
Jemenc^for Mr. Mxon and i] y if, Ranting that pardon, 
the threap of prison for tag. j th ^ t veili ' the White 
fo^er^bordi^:.; ^ 

Now, however,' they ap- memo originaily presented 

parently plan to hold ^J^ by Mr Nixon’s lawyer, Her- 

a few days and, J:' Miller Jri, to Jawor- 
does not act swiftly,, 'recast ski’& office, 
them Petitions simply on the ; ; <i Unlike others accused of 
grounds that pardons are ^yolyeti^oil' Tin f^^ergate 
u . n ,^ r consideration and events,” Miller ^argued, “Mr. 

V air , , Nixon itoas" been the subject 

start the trial with that 0 f unending public efforts 

question still up in th^ air. ‘to make the case’ against 

There was some specula- iiim . . . $s each piebe of 

.>tion that the idea of clem- new evidence becarirfe pub- 

ency. for aJLf Was : simply. ^ H%; it invariably 7 was J ana-, 

“trial balloon” floated by' rly^ed from the ^ewpoiiit of 

the White House to test pub- whether it brought the 

4ic reaction, bit as one-de- A ; Watergate- events closer to 
fense lawyer in the cover-up ‘the OVal Office’ or as to 

case put 'it, “If it's a .trial ‘what the President knew 

balloon, it’s the stupidest aid when he kriew it.’ 


